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1. MAURITANIAN MINISTER OP STATE POR POREIGN APFAIRS HAMDI OULD 
MOUKNASS TOOK OCCASION OF SESSION ON ANOTHER TOPIC LAST WEEK 
(JUST BEPORE HE BOARDED YET ANOTHER OUTBOUND AIRCRAFT) TO INFORM 
ME THAT GIRM HAS TAKEN GOVERNMENT-LEVEL DICSION TO MAKE MAJOR 
EPPORT TO ACCOMMODATE US POREIGN POLICY GOALS. MOUKNASS REPORTED 
THAT HE HAD JUST SIGNED OUT WRITTEN INSTRUCTIONS TO MAURITANIAN 

US DELEGATION TO ABSTAIN ON ALL "THIRD WORLD" ISSUES WHICH DIRECT- 
LY APPECT IMPORTANT US INTERESTS. PARALLEL INSTRUCTIONS ARE TO 
BE SENT TO ALL GIRM EMBASSIES AND HANDED TO ALL GIRM CONPERENCE 
DELEGATIONS. 

2. MINISTER NOTED THAT GIRM AND ITS REPRESENTATIVES 
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SITUATION OR ISSUE WHICH TOUCHES VITAL INTERESTS OF 
MAURITANIA, SUCH AS (EXPLICITLY) CONTINUING EFEORT TO 
SECURE RIGHTS OE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE. MAOUKNASS ALSO 
OBSERVED LACONICALLY THA GIRM WOULD EXPECT US TO SUP- 
PORT MAURITANIAN PURSUIT OP INTERESTS IT CONSIDERS VITAL. 

WARMING A BIT TO HIS SUBJECT, MINISTER DECLARED IT WAS 
STANDARD AND ACCEPTED PRACTICE IN NORMAL RELATIONS AMONG 
STATES FOR REPRESENTATIVES TO SET PORTH POSITIONS OP 
THEIR GOVERNMENT AND TO ATTEMPT TO PERSUADE THEIR COUN- 
TERPARTS TO ADOPT THEIR VIEWS, WITH ULTIMATE HOPE OF 
INDUCING COUNTERPARTS TO SET ABOUT CONVINCING STILL 
OTHERS. MOUKNASS REPORTED DIRECTOR POLITICAL APFAIRS 
AND SECRETARY GENERAL HAD BRIEFED HIM IN DETAIL ON PRE- 
SENTATIONS I HAD MADE ON UNGA ANDWAU ISSUES AND US 
SENSITIVITIES, AND THAT HE HAD REELECTED AT LENGTH ON 
THESE CONVERSATIONS. (HE MADE NO MENTION OF EVEN FRANKER 
DISCUSSIONS I HAD WITH AMBASSADOR DESIGNATE KOCHMAN ON GUAM AND 
PUERTO RICO PRIOR TO HIS DEPARTURE POR US.) 

HE THEN NOTED THAT HE EXPECTS US 

TO LISTEN IN TURN TO PRESENTATION OP GIRM POSITIONS. 

3. NEW INSTRUCTIONS TO MAURITANIAN UN DELEGATION SPECI- 
PICALLY INSTRUCT GIRM REPRESENTATIVES IN NEW YORK TO 
ABSTAIN ON PUERTO RICO AND GUAM. ACCORDING TO MOUKNASS, 

ANOTHER UNGA ISSUE OP IMPORTANCE TO US, KOREA, POSES 
SLIGHTLY DIPPERENT PROBI F.M.MINISTF.R DECLARED GIRM 
COULD NOT REVERSE ITS FIELD FROM ONE DAY TO NEXT. 

NO SERIOUS GOVERNMENT CAN DO FLIP-PLOP OVERNIGHT AND 
EXPECT TO RETAIN EITHER ITS POSITION AS SERIOUS GOVERN- 
MENT OR INTERNATIONAL RESPECT. GIRM HAS THEREPORE AL- 
TERED ITS KOREAN POLICY POR 3 1ST UNGA IN ONLY MODEST 
BUT NONETHELESS SIGNIPICANT PASHION. GIRM NOW PAVORS 
DIRECT NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN NORTH AND SOUTH KOREA AS 
PART OF PURSUIT OF PEACEFUL SOLUTION TO KOREAN QUESTION. 

GIRM REPRESENTATIVES WILL, MOREOVER, REMAIN IN BACK- 
GROUND ON KOREAN QUESTION IN UP-COMING INTERNATIONAL 
METTINGS. IN CONTRAST TO CLEARCUT STANCE ON ISLAND 
ISSUES (FORMAL ABSTENTION), MOUKNASS WAS STUDIOUSLY 
VAGUE ON DEPINITION OF "REMAINING IN BACKGROUND", SUG- 
GESTING EITHER THAT GIRM HAS NOT YET DECIDED BETWEEN 
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ABSTENTION AND PHYSICAL ABSENCE ON KOREAN VOTES OR 
THAT IT PLANS TO POSTPONE FINAL CHOICE UNTIL SPECIPIC 
UNGA TACTICAL DECISION ARISES IN CONCRETE FORM. 
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